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“But but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint” Isaiah 40:31

With all the opportunities that 2021 offers in Varna we certainly cannot
but “hope in the LORD”.
We are thankful that the government allows churches to be open despite
lockdown and the restrictions within the churches. But after a period of
having to shut the church in December we value the “meeting together”.
Yes, things are very different than they were this time last year, but our
great God is still the same.

Newcomers in the church
Even though fewer people attend
church we see new people/seekers
coming at the moment. New
students have come via the
ministry of the local students
ministry which we support in our
church.
Please pray for them to be
grounded in the faith and those
who have not yet made the step
of faith to be prompted too soon.
We are hoping to have a baptism
course in the next few months.
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Social distancing at church

Church life and Covid-19
We have had a number of funerals, which although always sad, have
provided great opportunity to share the Good News with the friends and
relatives. They are all held outside due to national restrictions. However
we are given ample time. The Lord faithfully kept his promise to us last
year as a church and no-one passed away as a result of Covid-19,
although some were critically ill. Please pray particularly for the father of
two of our church members who was moved to talk about his future after
the last funeral. He gave his life to the Lord on Tuesday. His deceased
wife prayed for him for many decades. The same day George visited an
older lady with a tumour and was able to lead her to faith.

The soup kitchen continues to supply the
frail and elderly with one good warm
meal plus a snack for a second meal.
A regular team of volunteers help to
deliver the food as all restaurants and
bars are still closed for eat in service due
to the pandemic. Please pray for health
and strength of all the team so that this
ministry can continue.

Deliveries being loaded up

Everyone deserves a warm me
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Progress with the Foster Care Outreach Project
The church foster care project has
expanded and we are now visiting twice the
number of foster carers who look after
orphaned babies and children with special
needs as we were last year. This is an
answer to prayer as thanks to these
dedicated carers the children do not have
to live in an orphanage. Please pray for the
many children who remain, unable to be
placed with foster or adoption families.
Please pray for the Lord to raise up loving
families for these children with special
needs and disabilities.
Foster child on a home visit.

If you are interested in how to pray more specifically over the
next weeks and months please take a look at the attached document.
Time is running out: 2021 is a very decisive year as the outcome of so
many young lives is being made - whether they will remain in
institutional residential care/orphanages or will be in family care.

Our Little Toy Library
Much-needed provisions for
foster carers
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Family news
George is busy studying hard. Please
pray that despite the many
interruptions that he has as a pastor
he may successfully complete his
studies. But as he says ‘ministry
comes first’. We are thankful for a
number of young men who are helping
out with the preaching and leading at
church at the moment.
George’s dissertation ‘organised chaos’

At Easter, God-willing, our son Daniel and his wife Sarah are hoping to
join us here in Bulgaria as Daniel is allowed to work from home (in
Bulgaria) which gives Sarah the opportunity to continue her research for
her PhD in Bulgaria and volunteer with the Foster Care project.
Emma plods on with her final year of child nursing albeit rather
interrupted by the pandemic. Please do remember her in your prayers
for her next placement to be more relevant to child nursing. God-willing
she will fly to Varna 26th of February and stay for 2 months as she is
studying online and is unlikely to be able to come in the summer. Her
degree course is likely to have a delayed finish due to all the problems
from the pandemic.
Thank you for your prayers, do let us know your news and may the Lord
open up new opportunities for your ministry in 2021.
With love and blessings from Pastor George and Ann Todorov

If you would like to support the ministry of the Varna Baptist Church
by giving financially, you can do so by opening the camera on your
smartphone and point it at this QR code, it should direct you to
https://www.give.net/20034842 where you can see more information
on how to give.
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