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Jeremiah: Prophet on the Edge
The God Who Feels
The God Who Feels - What a strange title for this session, you're probably thinking!
Does God have emotional 'highs' and 'lows'? Does God get angry or upset? Does God get
frustrated or fed up? Surely not! Well, 'yes' and 'no'.
When we talk about

The God Who Speaks, we are using anthropomorphic language, as we saw last week –

we are using the most adequate language we have to say that God communicates with us. When we talk
about

The God Who Feels, we are using anthropopathic language: God does not have mood swings like us

but we are using the most adequate language we have to say that God gets angry about injustice and evil,
that he cares deeply about our pain and that He loves us without reservation (what we sometimes call
'undeserved grace'). And the Bible is full of statements like this about God – as is

So this week we'll be looking at four main topics in

Jeremiah.

Jeremiah:

•

God gets angry about evil and defiance in humanity, and in particular in His own people.

•

God is broken-hearted by the faithlessness of humanity, and in particular His own people.

•

God's heart reaches out in love and grace, so there is huge hope for the future.

•

God discomforts the comfortable and comforts the discomforted!

But first we should have a look at some of

Jeremiah's life story, for The God Who Feels has 'a
prophet who feels'. Not for nothing is Jeremiah often called 'the weeping prophet'.

Jeremiah - 'the weeping prophet'
We know more about

Jeremiah's life story than that of any other prophet

– and what a tough life story it was:

•
•
•

He faced plots against his life in his home village (11:21-23).
He preached to people he knew wouldn't listen (7:27).
His preaching could not have been more unpopular: he had to
tell everyone from the king downwards that they faced the
grimmest of fates when Jerusalem was overthrown (e.g. 4:5-31).

•
•

He wept over his contemporaries (9:1).
He was imprisoned in a bottle dungeon and left to rot (38:113).

•

He could have been executed (26:7-11).

Little wonder that

Jeremiah's prophetic insight and emotional agony had

physical consequences: “My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh,
the walls of my heart! My heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep silent;
for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.” (4:19)
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'The weeping prophet' (15:15-21)

Jeremiah:

The Lord:

15 O Lord, you know;

19 Therefore, thus says the Lord:

If you turn back, I will take you back,

remember me and visit me,

and you shall stand before me.

and bring down retribution for me on my

If you utter what is precious, and not what is

persecutors.

In your forbearance do not take me away;

worthless,

16 Your words were found, and I ate them,

It is they who will turn to you,

you shall serve as my mouth.

know that on your account I suffer insult.

not you who will turn to them.

and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;

20 And I will make you to this people

O Lord, God of hosts.

they will fight against you,

nor did I rejoice;

for I am with you

for you had filled me with indignation.

says the Lord.

a fortified wall of bronze;

for I am called by your name,

but they shall not prevail over you,

17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,

to save you and deliver you,

under the weight of your hand I sat alone,

21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,

18 Why is my pain unceasing,

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

my wound incurable,

refusing to be healed?

3. What promises does the Lord make to
here?

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

Jeremiah's mood in

1.

How would you describe
this prayer?

2.

To what extent is it all right to pray like this?

Jeremiah

4. How far do you think we can apply these to
ourselves today?

God gets angry about evil and defiance in His people
Our generation finds this whole idea deeply uncomfortable. But
there is no escaping it in

Jeremiah: God does not mince His words

about the attitudes and behaviour of His people •

He compares them to a bride two-timing her divine
husband by going after pagan gods (2:20-25; 3:1-10).

•

They are like “cracked cisterns that can hold no water”
because “they have forsaken... the... living water” (2:13).

•

They will therefore face catastrophe, like “a lion... from its
thicket” or “a hot [desert] wind” (4:7, 11-12).

•

Judgment will be like creation in reverse: “no one at all”
left, “birds... fled”, “fruitful land... desert”, “mountains...
quaking”, “no light”, “earth... waste and void” (4:23-28).

•

Despite repeated warnings, God's king and people refuse
to change, even at the last minute (38:17-23).

•

The outcome? “The Lord will roar from on high”; “Like a
lion he has left his covert” (25:30, 38).

•

We sing, 'Our God is a lion..., He's roaring in power and

fighting our battles.' But suppose His battles are not the
same as ours?

God is broken-hearted by the faithlessness of
His people

(29:10-14)

God's judgment of His people is utterly different from
that of a cold judge passing sentence on a criminal in
the dock:

•

God remembers with wistful longing his

honeymoon happiness with His bride, His
people (2:2). Now he is experiencing all the

prolonged agony of a marriage break-up
(3:20).

•

God

is

simultaneously

both

angry

and

God gives warning of judgment because he
'The God who judges is also the God who
weeps'

(Fretheim),

with

indistinguishable from

•

His

tears

often

Jeremiah's (13:14, 17).

God's feelings for His people are illogical: He
pronounces judgment on His people and then

says, “therefore... I will restore health to you”
(30:15-17; 32:36-41).

God's grace is not

logical – just as well for all of us!

•

seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I
will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to

this place. 11 For surely I know the plans I have for

you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then
when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I

find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will
let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore
your fortunes and gather you from all the nations

longs for a change of heart (4:13-14; 26:3)

•

10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s

will hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will

agonized (8:16-22).

•

God's heart reaches out in love and grace

God's anger is not everlasting; His mercy is

and all the places where I have driven you, says

the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place
from which I sent you into exile.

1. There is a much-loved promise in 29:11
above. When and to whom was it originally given?
2. How far, then, can we apply this to ourselves
as individuals today?
3. What conditions are attached to the promise?
Think of what that might mean for us as a church
and individually now.

(3:12).

Jeremiah - 'the weeping prophet'

Jesus - 'the weeping prophet'
Jesus was sometimes compared to Jeremiah (Matt

We know more about

Jeremiah's life story than that of

any other prophet – and what a tough life story it was:

•

He faced plots against his life in his home
village (11:21-23).

•

He preached to people he knew wouldn't listen
(7:27).

•

His preaching could not have been more

16:13-14). Hardly surprising when in a number of
ways, their lives and destinies were similar:
•

Nazareth (Luke 4:28-30).
•

•

of fates when Jerusalem was overthrown (e.g.

•

He wept over his contemporaries (9:1).
He was imprisoned in a bottle dungeon and
He could have been executed (26:7-11).

Little wonder that

Jeremiah's prophetic insight and

Jesus wept over his contemporaries (Luke
19:41).

•

Jesus was imprisoned overnight during His
trial (Mark 14:53; 15:1).

left to rot (38:1-13).

•

Jesus's preaching was often unpopular (Luke
20:9-19).

king downwards that they faced the grimmest

•
•

Jesus preached to people he knew wouldn't
listen (John 5:39-47).

unpopular: he had to tell everyone from the

4:5-31).

Jesus faced an attempt on his life in

•

Jesus could have been killed on several
occasions (e.g. John 8:59).

emotional agony had physical consequences: “My

BUT there was at least one very important difference:

my heart!

Jesus was actually executed, led “like a... lamb to the
slaughter” (Jer 11:19).
And, unlike Jeremiah, he

anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh, the walls of

My heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep

silent; for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of
war.” (4:19)

prayed for his executioners: “Father, forgive them.”
(Luke 23:34)

The Cross of

Jesus – Love's Meeting Place

God's anger at our evil and defiance and His
broken-heartedness

at

our

faithlessness

meet

when His heart reaches out in love and grace at the
Cross.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not
perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

'On the mount of crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide
Through the floodgates of God's mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide
Grace and love, like mighty rivers
Poured incessant from above
And Heaven's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love'

Hope for the future – new covenant (31:31-34)

Jerusalem

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the

house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I
made with their ancestors... —a covenant that they broke,

though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after

those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God,

and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the

greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.

These are some of the most famous words in

Jeremiah. But

we should pause before looking at them with New

Testament spectacles on. What would they have meant to
the exiles after the destruction of Jerusalem?
God was offering to start His marriage with His people all
over again.

That partially happened when they returned

from exile and rebuilt Jerusalem and the Temple under
Ezra and Nehemiah.

A new beginning, based on God's

undeserved forgiveness, but sadly not a permanent one.

We remember God's next step in the story of redemption
and salvation every time we hear

Jesus's words: “This is my

blood of the [new] covenant” (Mark 14:24).
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And that

Jesus's death looks forward to God's

final step, the creation of a 'new Jerusalem' under 'great
David's greater Son' (Jer 31:38-40; 23:5-6; Rev 21:2).

