July 2018

Alpha

This year’s Alpha course at SML was another great time of getting to know people from outside the church and
introducing them to the reality of the love that Jesus has for them. This year saw a slightly smaller group attending, however that did not take away from the course in any way. All the volunteers were great at creating a
friendly, welcoming atmosphere both as table hosts in the church centre hall and as expert chefs in the kitchen.
The Alpha Away Day was a particular highlight for many of the volunteers and attendees alike. It was a great
opportunity to encounter the Holy Spirit, rest in His presence and gain a deeper understanding of who He is and
how that impacts us.
Prayers would be appreciated in two main areas following on from the Alpha course.
Firstly, that those people who attended the course would continue in and be encouraged
in their journey with Jesus. Secondly, for those who went on the course, but haven't continued in their walk with Jesus — that God would intervene in their lives and they would
truly see the love He has for them.
Town Pastors
We want to see the people in Poole with hope for a good future, living and functioning within God’s grace and
the knowledge that people care for them in the power of Jesus’ love. We seek to encourage a friendly, helpful
atmosphere in the Town Centre where people are comfortable spending their time.
Our vision is for every individual on the street to be welcomed and listened to whatever their need and helping
where we can; to see the homeless being cared for as part of the community; to see young people having a
purpose to their lives by encouraging them to make the most of their talents and any opportunities available to
them; for families to enjoy what the town has to offer and be able to take time out to enjoy each other; and for
the elderly and the disabled to be able to get about safely and to enjoy the community.

How do we do this? Every Saturday afternoon between 3.30pm and
6pm we walk around the High Street, the Quay and the bus station and
chat with whoever we think might want to talk, answering questions from
“Where is the taxi rank” to “will you pray for my wife who is very sick”.
We work with the town centre management and other local agencies to
respond to any need that arises.
We need volunteers to join our team, to come out maybe once or twice a
month to meet and greet the people in Poole; we also need pray-ers to
meet with us and join us in our vision, and to pray as we go.

Varna Baptist Church, Bulgaria
We are really excited about the national prayer project gathering Christians first in churches, then in regions and finally in
central city of Bulgaria to pray for the nation to turn to the Lord and be saved. This includes prayer for every area: Revival in
the church nationally, justice, health, education, economics, government politics, family and social structures. The Lord
gave George a vision when we came to minister in Varna over 20 years ago—to raise up pastors from all the denominations
and pray over the city every week. This came to fruition and has been going on for 14 years. The Lord gave me a vision to
begin the ministry of Lydia Fellowship in Bulgaria—an international ministry of prayer and fasting for women meeting together in groups across the country. This came to fruition 20 years ago and in groups all over Bulgaria we meet each
month to fast and pray as the Lord leads us. On the 22nd September we will meet in a football stadium in Plovdiv along
with other Christians to cry out to the Lord and praise Him. Please pray for this event as we rely heavily on the Lord for every aspect of what we have mentioned above.
White papers have been proposed to bring about a new law that does not allow pastors and teachers to preach and teach
in Bulgaria if they have not had training from the Orthodox colleges (which most have not). The Orthodox church does not
like evangelical Christians and this act would prevent us being able to
preach the gospel freely.

We thank the Lord for the open doors of the Christian TV ministry. Each
month we record our service for the Bulgarian Christian evangelic TV channel (which started up in 2015 as a clear vision from the Lord many years
prior to this). Please pray for the many Bulgarians who have no access to
church and are blessed by this ministry.
Please pray for a new church administrator who we desperately need as our
old one has left. It is a full time job and a very dedicated person is needed
as there are so many ministries going on in and through our church. George,
myself (Ann) and the church housekeeper are very hard pressed at the moment and finding it hard to cope with all the pressure.

Anna Booker, South Africa

As many of you know I been one of the youth at SML since 2012 and God has helped grow my love for South Africa since
my first mission trip to J Life which was run through the church. I am currently on my forth mission trip to Johannesburg.
The past 3 have been short term; from 2 weeks to 2 months, however this time I am volunteering for 1 year.
The first time that I came to ‘The Love of Christ Children’s Home’ (TLC) was in November 2017. It was an eye opening experience seeing the places where these children come from to how they are surrounded by so much love and support at
TLC. My trip came to an early end when my grandad sadly passed away in January so when I returned it was like I was able
to breath again with all my children. They all have a special place in my heart.
Thing are crazy at the moment at TLC. We are extremely short of volunteers which means long working hours and many
children per volunteer, This time since returning to TLC I have been the lions and tigers ‘mummy’ and also the bear on the
weekend. This age group ranges from 1 to 10 years and there are currently 13 of them. The lions are 1-2 years old. The
tigers are 2-4 and the bears are 5-10 including Faye with cerebral palsy. I usually have these age groups by myself or with
another volunteer if I’m lucky from the hours of 6-9am and 4-9pm. I am responsible for feeding bathing and clothing them
as well as other normal daily activities like brushing teeth, washing faces, doing laundry and cleaning up their room, which
is a mission in itself! I also help out with all the other groups during the day and at the moment get around a two hour
break each day which is usually taken up with cleaning.
I am so grateful for SML for supporting me in this mission as financially it is difficult to keep
up with things this side, We are currently at a massive struggling point where us volunteers
are buying milk and food for our babies and children as there haven't been enough donations. Life at TLC is wonderful, exhausting and breath-taking all at the same time, but it
wouldn't be able to happen without people’s generous support.
Please pray for everyone’s health and also for donations as we have really struggled this
month with lack of volunteers and lack of donations. I am currently sick with bad bronchitis
so please pray for fast healing. Thank you all for your prayers and support.

Want to get involved?
For more information on how you can get involved in any areas of serving at SML, please talk to Miriam Elliott,
Paul Eaton, or Mark Hay

