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Here at SML we have a wide range of REACH ministries. In this Spring term
newsletter we take a look at some of our overseas mission work, and give an
update on our cookery classes.

Food Bank Cookery Classes
The food bank cookery class is a 5 week course where SML work alongside Poole Food Bank to teach people in
the community how to cook on a budget. On the course, we aim to teach those that attend the class how to
cook tasty nutritious meals using a combination of ingredients which can be acquired at the food bank or would
be cheap to buy from a supermarket. The course is also about enjoyment, and meeting and getting to know the
people in our community who might not attend SML.
Prayer requests:


That the people attending the course feel very welcome and recognise
that we care about and value them as they spend time with us.



That they would develop a curiosity about what else goes on in the
Church and Church centre.

Mission Trip to Calais
A team of 6 were fortunate enough to spend a week in October working alongside the Refugee Community
Kitchen (RCK) and Auberge Migrants team based in Calais. This is the 4th time we have sent a team from SML
and again God has gone before us. Practically the situation continues to be desperate, particularly in bad
weather, and although there is no doubt the French authorities and CRS have a huge undertaking in keeping
the situation under control, a long-term volunteer I met likened it to ‘plugging a hole, the water just pops up
somewhere else’.
We washed, chopped, minced and mashed… dishwashed, portioned, seasoned and served. There was
something wonderful about doing a process from start to finish and those receiving the food were so thankful,
gracious, full of stories of home and what their hopes were. We met babies of 2 months and men and women in
their later years. It was an experience that reminded all of us of the fragility of life, when being born in another
continent with different choices brings you to this brutal way of living.
Prayer requests:


The volunteers who pass though RCK and Auberge Migrants,
and that volunteers would continue to come.



The migrants who find themselves stuck in Northern France.



The authorities as they continue to work to develop a solution.



For discerning loving hearts for those in the UK government who
have to make decisions around this complex situation, and that
God would have His way.

Overseas Mission
Rachel Dismorr—Lingira, Uganda
Life on the island is generally up and down. Recently we have had a couple of YWAM teams visit, which encouraged me, and my parents have just visited, which was great. However I am still adapting to the cultural differences and often feel frustrated with the lack of structure and disorganisation here. I have also been ill with
stomach issues. The army have been burning people’s fishing boats
again. So many people are now leaving the island due to not being able to
afford bigger, legal boats. Thanks so much for your thoughts and prayers.
Prayer requests:






Learning the language—I am progressing very slowly.
Online studies (Perspectives Course).
Protection for myself and the islanders.
My health.
God’s grace in every situation.

Jason & Claire Stonier—Ndola, Zambia (Mechanics for Africa)
Mechanics for Africa is a college which trains talented young Zambian men and women in motor vehicle mechanics, focussing on talent among the poorest members of society. We have just started a new academic year
and overall things are going well, although there is rarely a day without a
challenge or two! As we prepare to return to the UK at the end of April, we
are busy preparing for graduation and completing jobs, including getting the
college infrastructure ready to increase our student intake from 2019.
Prayer requests:





For the students – that they grow a real sense of who they are in Christ through their time with us.
For the people who will be taking over MfA and the handover process that it is successful and that God
would bless and guide them as they take MfA further forward.
For continued growth of our commercial workshop here in Zambia – through growth we will be able to
sponsor more students.
For the Stonier family, as we return to the UK, that we might settle in quickly and find our feet.

Want to get involved?
There are currently vacancies on the following teams in SML’s REACH ministries:

Cookery Classes
We’re looking for someone to do the shopping for our Cookery Course on five Tuesday mornings, 3 times a year

Poole Town Pastors
Supporting people on the streets of Poole in the late afternoon at weekends. We are especially looking for men.

Mission & Outreach Prayers
Come along each Thursday lunchtime at 1pm to worship, pray and seek God for SML’s mission and outreach activities.

Community Lunch
We offer lunch to members of our local community on the 1st Wednesday each month. We lay tables, eat together, get
alongside guests, clear away and wash up. If you have a heart for getting alongside people, this is for you!

For more information in how you can get involved in any areas of serving at SML, please talk
to Miriam Elliott, Paul Eaton, or Mark Hay

